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infrastructure within the parks. For 
example, according to Gettysburg Na-
tional Military Park officials, the cur-
rent maintenance backlog at the park 
would cost $55 million to complete. In 
addition, there are deferred mainte-
nance projects at Valley Forge Na-
tional Historical Park, Independence 
National Historical Park and the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area Park, among others. 

Funding these projects will not only 
put people to work, but will go a long 
way to support the ongoing efforts to 
preserve, protect and enhance our 
country’s most precious and histori-
cally significant national treasures. 

In conclusion, while I would like to 
hear further from the administration 
and other economic experts to give us 
guidance on addressing the current 
economic crisis, the projects which I 
have outlined in Pennsylvania are the 
kind of expenditures that will provide 
the most realistic opportunity to stim-
ulate the economy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 

KEN SALAZAR 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I stand 

before the Senate today to voice my 
great respect and hope in the Senator 
from Colorado, the Honorable Ken 
Salazar, who has recently left this 
Chamber in order to serve as Secretary 
of the Interior under the Obama admin-
istration. It is with sorrow that I say 
goodbye to my good friend who has 
served with honor and dedication since 
2005. Although Ken only served for a 
few years in the Senate, he has left his 
mark on us all and will be remembered 
for his dedication and service not only 
to his country but to Utah’s neighbor 
the great State of Colorado. 

Ken Salazar’s personal history is a 
testament to his character and accom-
plishments. His family first settled in 
America just over 400 years ago, 12 gen-
erations back. Ken’s parents knew the 
value of teaching their eight children 
about hard work and dedication, and 
from them he learned the worth of in-
dustry on his family’s ranch growing 
up. Those early years on the ranch 
taught Ken about the importance of 
hard work, integrity, and dedication. It 
is also from these early experiences 
that Ken grew to love the beauty of the 
natural resources our Nation has to 
offer. 

I am confident that the years of expe-
rience Mr. Salazar has worked on envi-
ronmental policy in the West will serve 
him well in his new position as Sec-
retary of the Interior. He has a deep- 
rooted passion for clean, renewable, 
and affordable energy as well as pro-
tecting our country’s precious natural 
resources. I believe he will take quite 
naturally to his new role as our Na-
tion’s top public lands manager, and we 
will be well served by his sensitivity to 
those natural treasures we value the 
most. 

In short, Ken Salazar has the experi-
ence and the passion required for the 

role he has taken on as Secretary. I 
thank him for his excellent service in 
the Senate and look forward to seeing 
good things from him in the coming 
years. 

f 

AFRICA 
Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, in re-

cent years more and more observers 
have noted Africa’s failing states, 
ungoverned spaces and pirate-infested 
waters, and the threat they pose to our 
own national security. I have long 
raised these concerns on this Senate 
floor and I am pleased that they are re-
ceiving increasing attention. However, 
it is not enough to simply acknowledge 
Africa’s security challenges; nor is it 
sufficient to shift resources toward 
them, although that is a good start. We 
must institute long-term strategies to 
further our national security goals 
while developing sustainable partner-
ships with Africans that advance our 
mutual interests and support nascent 
democratic institutions. 

As a 16-year member and the current 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Afri-
can Affairs, I have closely followed 
U.S. policy toward the continent for 
many years. Too often, I have found 
that our approach has been driven by 
short-sighted tactics designed to buy 
influence or react to crises. In the ab-
sence of comprehensive interagency 
strategies, these tactics often under-
mine long-term efforts to build civilian 
institutions and strengthen the rule of 
law. This must change if we are to suc-
cessfully pursue our strategic objec-
tives on the African continent. It re-
mains critical—and long overdue—that 
the United States develop a carefully 
planned and long-term approach to 
both promoting stability and com-
bating terrorism in Africa. I would like 
to offer some thoughts today on key 
components of such an approach. 

During our December recess, I trav-
eled to the headquarters of the new Af-
rica Command in Stuttgart, Germany 
and discussed a range of issues with 
senior officials there. Although I have 
been focused on AFRICOM since its in-
ception—and on the idea of such a com-
mand prior to that—I was reminded 
during my trip of the very important 
and strategic roles that AFRICOM, if 
advanced properly, can play. These 
roles include helping to develop effec-
tive, well-disciplined militaries that 
adhere to civilian rule, strengthening 
regional peacekeeping missions, and 
supporting postconflict demobilization 
and disarmament processes. If carried 
out properly, AFRICOM’s work can 
complement that of the State Depart-
ment, USAID, and other U.S. Govern-
ment agencies working on the con-
tinent and help contribute to lasting 
peace and stability across Africa. 

It is because of the significant need 
for this important work that we must 
support AFRICOM, while also working 
to ensure that it adheres to its defined 
military mandate and defers to the 
State Department as the lead on policy 

matters. The challenge for AFRICOM 
is to strike the right balance with our 
civilian agencies and not become our 
primary representation throughout Af-
rica. Serious work remains to be done 
in ensuring that the Command is oper-
ating within comprehensive inter-
agency national security strategies and 
squarely under the authority of our 
Chiefs of Mission. I also remain con-
cerned that AFRICOM has been unable 
to adequately convey its role within a 
larger policy framework to Congress, 
to the American people or to African 
governments and regional organiza-
tions—perhaps its most important 
partners. 

It is true that the Command’s initial 
rollout was fraught with mistakes and 
the Command understandably received 
a cool reception on the continent, 
among civilian agencies and here in 
Congress. But I am confident from my 
recent meetings that the staff in Stutt-
gart has recognized and is learning 
from these setbacks. Rather than 
merely criticizing, we in Congress 
should work across the spectrum of 
agencies here in Washington as well as 
with AFRICOM’s leadership to help 
craft a combatant command that is 
doing the right job, for the right rea-
sons and can thus be adequately 
resourced. In the months ahead, I in-
tend to use my role as chairman of the 
Subcommittee on African Affairs to do 
just that. 

I hope, however, that no one thinks 
for a minute that military tools alone 
are sufficient to transform the under-
lying causes of violence and instability 
in Africa. To promote long-term sta-
bility, it is crucial that we strike a bet-
ter balance between our military rela-
tionships and our support for civilian 
institutions and the rule of law. 

Achieving that balance is no small 
task and it will only be possible if we 
invest seriously in new institutional 
capacities for our civilian agencies on 
the continent. This begins with ensur-
ing our embassies have the Foreign 
Service officers and resources they 
need to do the job properly. We cannot 
continue to shortchange our embassies 
across Africa while we focus on one or 
two other locations around the world. 
We need to make sure our embassies 
have sufficient resources to meet the 
challenges of today, and to identify the 
challenges of tomorrow. And we need 
to make sure our presence includes the 
right kind of people—trained political 
and economic officers who can get out 
and about to do their job. 

By expanding our diplomatic pres-
ence in Africa, including outside the 
capitals, we increase our ability to 
learn about the continent—its govern-
ments, its people and its cultures. 
Right now, we do not have the nec-
essary human resources or expertise on 
the African continent to gather this in-
formation and anticipate emerging cri-
ses or fully understand existing ones. 
Diplomatic reporting and open source 
collection in Africa are a critical com-
plement to the clandestine work of the 
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intelligence community, and I have 
long called for more resources for both. 
I have also called for an integrated, 
interagency collection and analysis 
strategy, which is why Senator Hagel 
and I last year introduced legislation 
to establish an independent commis-
sion to address this long-term, system-
atic problem. This legislation was 
passed by the Intelligence Committee 
last year and, although Senator Hagel 
has retired, I intend to reintroduce this 
legislation this year. 

Developing these capacities and a 
balanced approach is in our national 
security interest and is necessary if we 
are to better address areas of concern 
in Africa. At present, there are several 
devastating crises that we cannot ig-
nore, including in Congo, Nigeria, the 
Sahel, Sudan and Zimbabwe. But I be-
lieve one region stands out for its par-
ticular significance to our national se-
curity, and that is the Horn of Africa 
and specifically the deepening crisis in 
Somalia. I would like to spend the rest 
of my remarks discussing the situation 
in this region, where the need for a 
carefully planned and long-term ap-
proach is particularly urgent. 

During my December trip, I also vis-
ited Djibouti. There, I met with many 
leading figures in Somalia, including 
the Prime Minister of the Somali Tran-
sitional Federal Government, the lead-
ership of the opposition Alliance for 
the Re-Liberation of Somalia, the UN 
Special Representative for Somalia, 
the President of Somaliland and mem-
bers of Somalia’s civil society. I also 
met with Djiboutian government offi-
cials and members of civil society, as 
well as with our diplomats working on 
Somalia out of both Djibouti and 
Nairobi, who are extraordinary and 
deeply committed individuals. 

Tragically, the situation in Somalia 
continues to get worse. Six months ago 
I stood on the Senate floor to discuss 
Somalia’s humanitarian crisis—the 
worst in the world. According to a 
local human rights group, an estimated 
16,000 people have been killed since the 
start of 2007, with over 28,000 people 
wounded and more than one million 
displaced. USAID now estimates that 
3.2 million people—soon to be half of 
the population—are in need of emer-
gency assistance, including hundreds of 
thousands of refugees in neighboring 
countries. The stories and images of 
human suffering coming out of Soma-
lia are horrifying. 

In addition to the humanitarian im-
pact, I am deeply concerned by the po-
tential impact of this crisis on our na-
tional security. With the Ethiopian 
army withdrawing, the transitional 
government remains deadlocked, new 
militias are forming, and existing ones 
continue to gain new territory. And 
while the Somalis are a moderate peo-
ple, the terrorist group al Shabab has 
grown in ranks and expanded its reach. 
Moreover, just last month, several sen-
ior officials, including CIA Director 
Hayden and Joint Chiefs Chairman 
Mullen, said that al-Qaida is extending 

its reach in Somalia to revitalize its 
operations. 

The Bush administration’s approach 
to Somalia—endorsing the Ethiopian 
invasion, backing an unpopular transi-
tional government and launching peri-
odic military strikes in the absence of 
a broader coherent strategy—was an 
abject failure. Without a carefully 
crafted strategy for Somalia, we have 
long relied on short-sighted tactics and 
a ‘‘manhunt’’ approach, rather than in-
vesting fully in efforts to promote a 
sustainable peace and help build legiti-
mate and inclusive institutions. The 
result has been increased anti-Ameri-
canism, which helps enable extremist 
groups to effectively recruit and oper-
ate. 

With the Obama administration now 
in office, there is a critical oppor-
tunity, as well as an urgent need, to 
identify the lessons of this failed policy 
and signal a break from the past. One 
of my top priorities is to work with the 
Obama administration to develop a 
new comprehensive interagency strat-
egy to bring stability to Somalia and 
the wider Horn of Africa. Support for 
the Djibouti process should continue, 
but we need to be far sighted about 
what it will take to translate diplo-
matic initiatives into security for the 
people of Somalia. That effort must in-
clude efforts from the ground up to 
build legitimate and inclusive govern-
ance institutions that respond to the 
needs of ordinary Somalis. For only 
when those institutions take hold will 
we finally be able to limit the appeal of 
violent extremism and achieve sustain-
able peace and security—and bolster 
our own national security. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re-
spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

You are asking Idahoans to write about gas 
prices? You mean you do not know? I think 

Washington D.C. may as well be registered as 
another planet because I think your col-
leagues are so far from reality of the rest of 
the people it is absolutely outrageous. 

Your colleague Barbara Boxer of California 
said that she wants Americans to use alter-
native routes of transportation and that it is 
a good thing that gas prices force people to 
take the bus, ride bikes, or walk to their des-
tination because it helps reduce global 
warming. 

I have something to say to you and to 
Boxer and you can tell her for me. 

I am a driver for a living. I deliver prod-
ucts right here in Boise. I have to drive I 
have no choice. I am also a salesman, and a 
night supervisor. To Senator Boxer, I live in 
Idaho. I do not have the option of riding the 
bus. I cannot walk my deliveries or ride my 
bike with my products? Is she insane? 

I find it absolutely insulting for her to talk 
down to me like that. She and her liberal 
Senators love these high gas prices because 
they want to use it as an excuse to make us 
live how they want us to live to fight so- 
called global warming, while she and Al Gore 
fly in jets. That’s Eco-Socialism in my opin-
ion. 

Senator Crapo, I have three jobs. Three 
jobs. And I am still having problems fueling 
up. I have had to open credit card accounts 
for the first time in my life. And my debt is 
still going up. 

You’d think with three jobs and three pay-
checks for one person. I am not married no 
kids. I would be starving with fuel prices if 
I had a family. I am just barely paying my 
bills on time as they are, to about $1500 a 
month not including gas prices. 

Starting in 2005 till 2007, I did very well fi-
nancially, I was saving up and putting 
money away in my savings account. I loved 
myself for putting money away. This month 
in June I had to take one-quarter of my life 
savings out of my bank to pay for bills in-
cluding gas because the price skyrocketed 
from $3 to $4 a gallon in one month. 

This is outrageous. I am so angry at Con-
gress right now. . . You have no idea. 

I think it is 80 percent the Government’s 
fault for this and 20 percent the oil compa-
nies. The only thing the oil companies are 
doing wrong is speculating the price of oil 
for really dumb reasons. Like if you so much 
as sneeze the price would go up in panic. 

Congress has done this because you refuse 
to drill for oil in ANWR to save a deer called 
caribou! Congress is more worried about a 
stupid deer than they are about my life? 
More worried about the mating season of the 
caribou than they are about the economy? 
My jobs? My gas prices? My bills? My life-
style? I am sorry I thought you were the peo-
ple’s Congress? Not the caribou’s congress! 
Do we have an animal congress I should 
know about? 

You won’t allow drilling off shore? Well did 
you know that China is drilling for oil off 
the coast of Florida? But we cannot? Why? 
This is outrageous. 

Do not listen to those radical environ-
mentalists. They were wrong about the sec-
ond ice age in the 70s. When I was kid in 
school in the 1980’s, my teachers told me by 
the year 1999 New York would be underwater 
and Los Angeles would be a bunch of Islands. 
It has not happened. Of course the earth’s 
temperature changes and jumps over time. 
The earth’s climate changes all the time, has 
been since the earth cooled and formed. The 
earth’s temperature does not stay the same 
all the time. There are so many scientists 
and people who disagree with Al Gore, but if 
we disagree we are labeled ‘‘flat-earthers’’ 
and ‘‘Holocaust Deniers.’’ How dare Al Gore 
tell me that I have no first amendment right 
to disagree with him on climate change. 

My question for the Republican Party is 
this. Why did you not approve drilling for oil 
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